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UN Committee of Experts on Big Data 
and Data Science for Official Statistics

 Previously the Global Working Group on Big Data for 
Official Statistics 

 Mandated to give direction to the use of Big Data for 
Official Statistics

 Other Task Teams include mobile phone data, earth 
observation data etc

 https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/index.cshtml 

https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/index.cshtml
https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/index.cshtml


UN Task Team on Scanner Data

Refreshed aim (2025): enable and 

expand the practical usage of 

alternative data sources (including 

scanner) in consumer price 

statistics. Future work will look to 

develop the wider usage of these 

data (for example, in household 

expenditure statistics).

Task Team homepage

https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/task-teams/scanner/index.cshtml


Summary of workstreams

Handbook

Classification 

Training 

System architecture

Reproducibility/FAIR

Available here

Initial set of guidance released here

Interim guidance released here

Interim report released here

Initial course released here

https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/GWGSD/Handbook+on+utilising+new+data+sources+in+the+production+of+consumer+price+statistics
https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/GWGSD/Classification
https://un-task-team-for-scanner-data.github.io/reproducibility-project/docs/
https://un-task-team-for-scanner-data.github.io/production-systems-survey/report-site/
https://learning.officialstatistics.org/login/index.php#section-1


E-handbook - LINK

https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/GWGSD/Handbook+on+utilising+new+data+sources+in+the+production+of+consumer+price+statistics






E-handbook/ classification

 The Task Team is currently doing a stocktake of existing 
handbook content, with the aim of starting to update 
some of the sections to include more recent findings/ 
guidance (for example, around the use of bulk web 
scraping)

 If you have any suggestions on improving the content – 
please let me know! tanya.flower@ons.gov.uk 

 Some supplementary guidance will also be available from 
the classification workstream, along with some example 
code notebooks to showcase the 4 main methods

mailto:tanya.flower@ons.gov.uk


Training

 Our training workstream has designed a curriculum to sit alongside the 

handbook material to provide additional guidance

 The first course "Overview of Alternative Data Sources" has been loaded on 

the UN Learning Platform

 We've had some technical issues in producing the training material so there 

has been a delay in uploading the second course on data acquisition to the UN 

Learning Platform, but we are aiming to have it loaded by mid-July.

 The next courses will be on index methods and data preparation (aim for 

Autumn 2025)

 To access these courses...



Sign up to the UN Learning Platform...

The courses will be listed under 

"Alternative Data Sources for CPI"

https://learning.officialstatistics.org/login/index.php


Click on "Enrol me"

Watch the videos, complete the Quiz sections and fill in a feedback survey to 

receive the course certificate...



System architecture

 Thank you to all of you who responded to our survey! We had responses from 

70 NSOs from every major geographic region, covering a range of experience 

with using these new alternative data sources

 Interim report is available here: https://un-task-team-for-scanner-

data.github.io/production-systems-survey/report-site/ 

 We also presented a summary at the UNECE meeting in Geneva. Recording 

available here: https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k14/k144nqzwye, it starts at 

around 09:30 on the recording.
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High-level summary of practical 

suggestions

 Think explicitly about system boundaries.

 Think explicitly about data interchange between systems.

 Embed technical expertise in business domain teams.

 Adopt Git and GitLab or GitHub as a Version Control System for code, 
configuration, and documentation.

 Leverage analytics optimized file formats like Apache Parquet

 Where it’s feasible, implement Complex Analytical Systems as pipelines with 
one-way data flows and idempotent operations.

 Practice updating systems more frequently.

 Ensure your CPI Production System can operate in a separate development 
environment.



Reproducibility/FAIR

 In the price statistics discipline, it is very hard to use open data and make our research 
projects reproducible. As a result, most research projects are very hard to reproduce, hard 
to expand, and hard to use for training/capacity building. 

 A new workstream was formed to tackle this challenge. 

 What the project does:

o Provide clear and approachable guidance on how researchers can make their projects reproducible

o Support cataloguing open datasets so that researchers can know and use them for their research 
(or capacity building/training).

 What the project does not:

o Produce new standards/guidance - instead focuses on providing an accessible link to guidance 
already made by other groups such as the Turing Way, RAP, and FAIR.

 What is published: 

o Interim guidance at this point! Published here

https://book.the-turing-way.org/
https://nhsdigital.github.io/rap-community-of-practice/introduction_to_RAP/what_is_RAP/
https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/
https://un-task-team-for-scanner-data.github.io/reproducibility-project/docs/


We’d love to hear from you!

We’re always on the look out for feedback on Task Team work, or even better - 

for new members to join us!

Please contact the chair or workstream leads directly:

 Tanya Flower (Chair) tanya.flower@ons.gov.uk 

 Serge Goussev (Classification and FAIR lead)  serge.goussev@statcan.gc.ca 

 Federico Polidoro (Training lead) fpolidoro@worldbank.org

 Collin Brown (System Architecture lead)  collin.brown@statcan.gc.ca 

mailto:tanya.flower@ons.gov.uk
mailto:serge.goussev@statcan.gc.ca
mailto:fpolidoro@worldbank.org
mailto:collin.brown@statcan.gc.ca


What does membership of the UN 

Task Team entail?

 You will be allocated to one of the workstreams (partially based on time zone 

but can take into account preferences as well!)

 Workstreams tend to meet monthly or as needed to discuss progress and tasks

 It depends on individual circumstances but the time commitment expected is 

around 1 day per month



Thanks for listening!
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